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ICYMI: Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos expressed optimism during a CapTon interview last night that a compromise will be brokered on redistricting, despite Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s repeated pledge that he will veto any partisan plans. 

“I think that when the governor sees the plans he’s going to see that they’re fair, and he’ll make a decision at that time,” the Long Island Republican said toward the end of our chat in his conference room yesterday afternoon.

When I asked Skelos if he had some sort of indication from Cuomo on that, the majority leader replied: 

“I haven’t talked to him about that. We’ll see…His tone has changed in different areas, so, you know, that’s the next issue. Right now, we’re dealing with what’s before us, and that’s straightening out the state – fiscally – and creating jobs. That’s our focus right now.”

Cuomo’s tone has indeed changed on redistricting, swinging from a definitive “no way” to a recognition that a veto would cause “chaos” that puts the final decision in a judge’s hands (in other words, out of reach of the governor’s influence). 

Last night, however, the governor was back in the “no way” corner, saying without the slightest degree of hedging that he will veto any plan that isn’t drawn up by an independent commission. 

It seems a little late for that, although Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver floated a sort of quasi-independent compromise commission a few weeks ago (he told me yesterday that he hasn’t heard a word about that idea since). The first LATFOR maps are due out on Dec. 19.

UPDATE: We got that date from a source very familiar with the LATFOR operations, but another source (legislative) insists “there’s no timetable” for their release. 
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